
Brewer announces dates for sales
tax holiday

BOSTON — Sen. Stephen M. Brewer (D-
Barre) announced last week that the
Legislature has voted to enact the sales tax
holiday for 2013.

The legislation would suspend the state’s
6.25 percent sales tax on Aug. 10 and 11 for
purchases less than $2,500.

“The sales tax holiday has become an
annual occurrence and it is beneficial to
businesses and encourages retail spending
particularly as parents are preparing for
back-to-school shopping,” said Brewer.
“Both consumers and retailers will benefit
from the increase in sales typically spurred

by this occasion.”
Items excluded

from the break in the
sales tax are:
telecommunications,
tobacco products sub-
ject to the excise, gas,
steam, electricity,
motor vehicles,
motorboats and
meals.

The bill is now on
the desk of Gov.
Deval Patrick, who

has 10 days to sign the bill for this measure
to become law.

FD to bolster fire prevention
efforts with grant

STURBRIDGE — The Sturbridge Fire
Department has received a $3,000 fire pre-
vention grant from FM Global, one of the
world’s largest commercial property insur-
ers.

FM Global representatives presented the
award to Acting Fire Chief Thomas J. Ford,
III and Lieutenant John Marinelli at the
Public Safety Complex located on 346 Main
Street in Sturbridge. The award will be
used to assist with pre-fire planning to effi-
ciently collect and track data related to local
community buildings. The information will
help the fire service respond in an emer-
gency situation.

Because fire continues to be the leading
cause of property damage worldwide, dur-
ing the past 35 years FM Global has con-
tributed millions of dollars in fire preven-
tion grants to fire service organizations
around the globe. Locally, the company has
awarded grants to a number of
Massachusetts-based organizations.

“At FM Global, we strongly believe the
majority of property damage is preventa-
ble, not inevitable,” said Michael Spaziani,

manager of the fire prevention grant pro-
gram. “Far too often, inadequate budgets
prevent those organizations working to pre-
vent fire from being as proactive as they
would like to be. With additional financial
support, grant recipients are actively help-
ing to improve property risk in the commu-
nities they serve.”

Through its Fire Prevention Grant
Program, FM Global awards grants quarter-
ly to fire departments-as well as national,
state, regional, local and community organ-
izations worldwide-that best demonstrate a
need for funding, where dollars can have the
most demonstrable impact on preventing
fire, or mitigating the damage it can quick-
ly cause.

To learn more about FM Global’s Fire
Prevention Grant Program, or to apply for a
grant, please visit
www.fmglobal.com/grants.

Photo contest at Norcross
WALES — The Norcross Wildlife

Sanctuary, 30 Peck Road, is having a photo
contest, so grab your camera and capture a
beautiful scene, plant, bird, insect, animal…

Our trails are now opened for the season.
The contest will continue until the closing
of the season in November.

Entrants must follow the following rules:
Photographs must be taken from the

walking trail system during open hours
only.

The photos will be framed and displayed
in our visitor center for all to enjoy and the
winner of the contest receives a van tour of
the beautiful Sanctuary.

For more information, call 413-267-9654.

STURBRIDGE — On
Wednesday, July 31, State Rep.
Peter Durant (R-Spencer) wel-
comed about a dozen Southern
Worcester County local officials
as well as Regional Transit
Authority Administrator Stephen
O’Neil, Central Mass Regional
Planning Commission official
Mary Ellen Blunt and Kirstie

Pecci, Staff Attorney with the
Massachusetts Public Interest
Research Group (MASSPIRG) to
the Sturbridge Town Hall to dis-
cuss the state of the Worcester
Regional Transit Authority, one of
15 RTAs in Massachusetts.

The conversation comes about
six months after the expansion of
RTA services in Worcester

County, and two months
after the grand opening of
the RTA Transportation
HUB at Union Station in
Worcester. Through the
recently passed trans-
portation funding bill, the
WRTA will now receive
forward funding, rather
than operating on a credit
card, and will receive an
additional $300,000 in
funding this fiscal year.

The largest portion of
the meeting consisted of a
discussion of success
metrics to determine the
effectiveness and efficien-
cy of the WRTA. This
includes measures of on
time service, infrastruc-
ture breakdowns, volume
of ridership and imple-
mentation of technology
to allow for vehicle track-
ing and real time passen-
ger updates. Of particular
interest was the imple-

mentation of new services such as
a bus line into Southbridge and
Charlton, and the potential
improvements that can be made to
that line.

“Our South Central Mass
Communities have a huge and
until now under-served need for
public transportation,” Durant
said. “It is great to see the
Commonwealth’s commitment to
regional transportation programs
such as the WRTA which provide
these communities with much
needed service. I am excited to
take part in this conversation to
make sure that we are doing the
very best that we can with the
money that we have.”

“Interest in public transporta-
tion has really grown in recent
years.” Mary Ellen Blunt added.
“It’s a national phenomenon —
and we need to expand the system
to reflect that.”

Stephen O’Neil said, “Thanks to
the new transportation law passed
by the legislature, we’ll be able to
expand services for the first time
in years. They realized you can’t
keep kicking the can down the
road.”

Kirstie Pecci added that she
thought the discussion was very
informative and was gladdened
that further meetings around
local transportation needs were
proposed for this fall. “Folks like

Stephen O’Neill of the WRTA,
Mary Ellen Blunt of the CMRPC
and Tim O’Day from South
Central Mass Elder Bus are work-
ing really hard to make new tech-
nology, better metrics and a little
better funding translate into
much better service for the
region. MASSPIRG wants to make
sure they continue to hear from

the community as well. Then they
know what the community needs
and any changes to the system
will be much more successful.”

The meeting consisted of elect-
ed officials, Town Administrators
and Managers, Chamber of
Commerce officials, transporta-
tion providers, and additional
interested parties.
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QUOTATION OF THE WEEK

“I’ve been here a long time,
very long, and it’s getting
bigger and bigger every

year.”

- The Sturbridge Host’s Banquet Captain Bill Stanton, com-
menting on the turnout at the Pan-Mass Challenge last

weekend.

OPEN TO CLOSE

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

REAL ESTATE

STURBRIDGE
$475,000, 98 South Shore Drive,

Donald C., Kaye L. and Koko L. Cossette
to Brian and Patricia McCleary.

$389,900, 34 Audubon Way,
Lawrence J. Hill and Lot 11 Rocky Road
Realty Trust to Nicholas W. Vooys and
Jill Filosa.

$320,000, 8 South Road, Amber L.
Dieffenwierth to Sumanth Thatiparthi.

$218,000, 23 Cedar St., 23 Cedar St. LLC
to Amber L. Dieffenwierth.

$346,400, 44 Draper Woods Road, T
Reardon Builders Inc. to Michael A. and
Jenny F. Thadieo.

HOW TO USE

EDITOR
ADAM MINOR

(508) 909-4130
aminor@stonebridgepress.com

STAFF WRITER
MARK ASHTON

(508) 909-4144
mark@stonebridgepress.com

STAFF WRITER
GUS STEEVES

(508) 909-4135
gus@stonebridgepress.com

SPORTS EDITOR
NICK ETHIER

(508) 909-4133
sports@stonebridgepress.com

ADVERTISING MANAGER
JEAN ASHTON

(508) 909-4104
jashton@stonebridgepress.com

OOFFFFIICCEE  HHOOUURRSS::
MMOONNDDAAYY TTHHRROOUUGGHH FFRRIIDDAAYY

88::3300AAMM--44::3300PPMM

TO PLACE A RETAIL AD:
AADDVVEERRTTIISSIINNGG MMAANNAAGGEERR

JEAN ASHTON

(508) 909-4104
jashton@stonebridgepress.com

TO FAX THE 
STURBRIDGE VILLAGER:
(508) 764-8015 

TO PRINT AN
OBITUARY:
E-MAIL: 
atremblay@stonebridgepress.com

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:

KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103
kjohnston@stonebridgepress.com

TO SUBMIT CALENDAR OR
AROUND OUR TOWNS ITEMS:
E-MAIL: 
atremblay@stonebridgepress.com

TO SUBMIT A LETTER
TO THE EDITOR OR SOUND-OFF:
E-MAIL: 
aminor@stonebridgepress.com

TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD:
(800) 536-5836
Classifieds@stonebridgepress.com

A STONEBRIDGE

PRESS PUBLICATION

PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER
FRANK G. CHILINSKI

(508) 909-4101
frank@stonebridgepress.com

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
RON TREMBLAY
(508) 909-4102

rtremblay@stonebridgepress.com

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
JIM DINICOLA

(508) 909-4092

MANAGING EDITOR
(508) 909-4130

aminor@stonebridgepress.com

ADVERTISING MANAGER
JEAN ASHTON

(508) 909-4104
jashton@stonebridgepress.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER
JULIE CLARKE

(508) 909-4105
julie@villagernewspapers.com

VILLAGER STAFF DIRECTORY

GOT A NEWS TIP, AND IT’S
AFTER 5 P.M. OR A WEEKEND? 
CALL A REPORTER’S LINE, OR SIMPLY DIAL

(800) 367-9898 AND LEAVE A MESSAGE.

The Sturbridge Villager (USPS#024-955) is
published weekly by Stonebridge Press, Inc.,
25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550.
Periodical postage paid at Southbridge, MA
01550. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Sturbridge Villager, P. O. Box 90,
Southbridge, MA 01550

SSTTOONNEEBBRRIIDDGGEE PPRREESSSS PPHHOOTTOO PPOOLLIICCYY
As a community oriented family of newspapers, Stonebridge Press welcomes photos
from readers, business owners, and other outside sources for publication in any of its
titles. Any photos submitted for publication become the property of Stonebridge
Press, and may be displayed in our newspapers, as well as on our Web site. They
may also be made available for resale, with any proceeds going to Stonebridge Press
and/or the photo re-print vendor.  

Open 6 days: Tuesday-Sunday 11 am-10 pm
Fri.-Sat 11 am-11 pm • Sun. 12 pm-10 pm • Closed Monday

344 Main St. (Rte. 131)
Southbridge MA 01550

Take-out Service
Catering Party to Your Place

Please call 
508.765.0398 • 508.765.9816 

Chinese Restaurant

Full Liquor License ~ We Have Delivery Service 

www.foodaw.com/015/dynasty

“Where friends send their friends”
366 E. Main Street., Rte. 9 • East Brookfield  

508-885-1000  www.lamoureuxford.com

Service Hours: Mon 8:00am-7:00pm • Tues-Fri: 8:00am-5:00pm • Sat 8:00am-Noon

Summer PARTS & SERVICE Specials
Winner 16 years in a row!

Get “THE WORKS” Fuel Saver Package starting at $29.95
After $10.00 mail in rebate thru 8/30/13

Includes 5 qt. Semi-Synthetic Motorcraft Oil and Filter, Battery Test, Tire Rotation, Brake Inspection,

Washer Fluid Filled, and Complete Under-Carriage, Multipoint Inspection

$30.00 
Mail-in Rebate

thru 8/30/13Batteries*
*Must be installed at the dealership

UP TO $70.00 REBATE
ON THE PURCHASE OF FOUR SELECT TIRES

See dealer for details thru 8/30/13

VACUUM 
CLEARANCE SALE

Leo’s Vacuum CenterLeo’s Vacuum Center
“Our business has been picking up since 1967”

525 Pleasant St, Worcester
508-755-5639  www.leosvacuum.com
Open Mon-Fri 8-5:30 • Sat 8-1

Over 75 
Quality Vacuums 

on Display

MIELE  •  ORECK 
SIMPLICITY
SANITARE

ELECTROLUX 
DYSON 

CENTRAL VACS

Shop Tax Free Weekend -
Aug. 10 & 11th & Save Even More!

Sat. 8-1, Sun. 11-3 (8/11 only)

20%-50% OFF20%-50% OFF
Floor & Demo Models Must Go

Local officials meet to discuss regional transit authority

Courtesy photo

On Wednesday, July 31, State Rep. Peter Durant (R-Spencer) welcomed about a
dozen Southern Worcester County local officials as well as Regional Transit offi-
cials to Sturbridge Town Hall to discuss the state of the Worcester Regional
Transit Authority, one of 15 RTAs in Massachusetts.
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