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Gonna kiss me or not? 
ʻCan’t buy me love’ could be the mantra of The RTA, under siege from irate riders 

despite a new bus hub and ambitious plans for further advances—PAGE 2    

SHOWTIME! (randomly selected) 

■Fri., 10/11: Civil War Ball, 6:00 p.m., Worcester Historical Museum (TICKETS $45 at the door). 

■Sun., 10/13: Columbus Day Parade, 12:30 p.m., Shrewsbury St. (5K race at 11:00). 

■Wed., 10/16: NWBA luncheon featuring Andy Davis of Massport/Worcester Regional Airport, 11:45 a.m., O’Connor’s 

■Fri., 10/18: Chris MacDonald’s Memories of Elvis Concert, 8:00 p.m., Hanover Theatre. 

■Mon., 10/21: Worcester Regional Chamber Seminar “Let Us Help You Grow Your Business,” 8:00-9:30 a.m., The Manor. 

■Wed., 10/23: Webster Sq. Business Association “Halloween” Social, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Livia’s Dish. 

■Sun., 11/3: 9th Annual Veterans Memorial 5K Road Race & Walk, 10:30-11:30 a.m., registration, 1:00 p.m. race, 59 South St., Shrewsbury. 

■Thu., 11/7: Charter Business After Hours Mixer , 5:00 p.m., Luciano’s.. 

 



OUR TOWN/ROD LEE 

Tim’s turf 
  FOSTER ST.—Despite what you may think all of the reviews of Tim Murray’s selection as president/CEO of the Worcester Regional 

Chamber of Commerce—and his performance in that capacity to date—do not mesh with those of Jennifer J. Stanovich (executive direc-

tor of the Wachusett Chamber) who when asked at last week’s Central Mass. Business Expo at the 

DCU Center how she thinks Murray is doing said “he is CRANKING!” David Ward (pictured with Deni 

Ellis at their “Back Road Inns of Central Massachusetts” booth—representing the Chamber Hill Inn 

and Restaurant, Hartman’s Herb Farm, Jenkins Inn and Restaurant and Winterwood at Petersham, 

in the western burbs) agrees. Ward praised Murray for ranging fairly far afield “to talk to us” as one 

of his first actions as head of the Chamber—a move that may explain the Inns’ decision to make their 

initial appearance at the Expo (although there is more to it than that; as Ward says, “we lost our 

Worcester crowd with the opening of the Shrewsbury St. restaurants. We are in Worcester County 

and we want to be included”). A branch manager with Commerce Bank with whom we chatted feels 

differently in regard to Murray. He felt Murray was “a bad pick” for the job because of “personal in-

discretions” for which the Chamber might eventually be held liable.  “One businessperson I know 

wouldn’t come to a meeting to hear him speak,” the banker said. But this is certainly a minority point 

of view. That Murray is working it from every angle and generating positive results is apparent in the 

constant flow of information emanating from 446 Main St., Suite 200—the most recent being an-

nouncement by the Chamber’s Sharyn T. Williams that the Chamber is launching a quarterly 

“Manufacturing Roundtable Initiative” to retain present and attract future industrialists to the region. The wraps will be taken off this pro-

gram the morning of Wednesday, November 6th at Saint Gobain Abrasives. Then there is the Expo which attracted its usual energetic 

crowd including Hank Stolz on-site at the WCRN mike discussing with his listeners the government shutdown, Maureen Raillo showing 

off Worcester Airport Limo’s new logo, WXLO spinning today’s pop hits, Julie Therriault handing out Worcester Local First’s splashy new 

“Guide to Shopping Local” brochure which is testament to the effort she has put into reorganizing the group (a kickoff party for the bro-

chure was held the following Tuesday evening at El Basha) and such participants as Ananth Ram of RE/MAX Prestige, Steve Jones-

D’Agostino of Best Rate of Climb, Ivette Olmeda of the Center for Women & Enterprise and Bob Lawrence of Minuteman Press—even 

District 3 City Councilor George Russell of George Russell Realty—meandering the passageways. A good time was had by all. 

 

A Fr. Bafaro award for the Crowleys 
  WEST BOYLSTON ST.—Mauro DePasquale, executive director of WCCA TV, is understandably elated in spreading the word that the 

Crowley family of Polar Beverages and Wachusett Mountain fame will be honored at the 3rd Annual Father Michael Bafaro Humunitari-

an Award Gala scheduled for Friday, October 18th at The Manor. Tim Murray (there’s that guy again) will speak and the BARE Hill Band 

will provide live music. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m. and the price is right: just $40. RSVP to joseph@wccatv.com or call 508-755-1880. 

 

At least Canal’ers like The RTA   
  UNION STATION—You would think that “Charlie on the MTA” as immortalized in song by The Kingston Trio had it easy compared to 

such disenchanted users of The RTA here as Tricia Perry of Worcester who in a letter to the editor of the Sunday Telegram said “park 

the shuttle and bring back the buses.” This on the same day that Nick Kotsopoulos’ column in the newspaper referred to The RTA’s pro-

posed $60 million new maintenance and operations center on Quinsigamond Ave. as the “Garage Mahal.” “That’s life in public service,” 

RTA Administrator Stephen F. O’Neil told Inside Worcester, on October 7th. Fortunately for the city O’Neil and the Board of The RTA 

keep plugging away at delivering responses that will eventually demonstrate that the system is 

improving—not digressing. He points to “getting new buses into the field” soon “which will help” 

and “in November” introducing six or more route revamps that will correct the problem of buses 

running behind. “The shuttle is working very well,” he noted. “There is a group of people who 

don’t like the hub. They want Main St. (again) and that’s not going to happen.” The RTA has 

labored hard to smooth out the kinks at its otherwise splendid new bus hub; and, O’Neil said, 

some circumstances in terms of times are beyond The RTA’s control as for instance when one 

lane over the bridge going into Shrewsbury was shut down—precipitating delays. “There will be 

bumps for another month or so until” the remaining glitches are eliminated, he said. Meanwhile 

John Giangregorio and the Canal District are buoyed by the thought of The RTA expanding its 

presence in the neighborhood with a facility on Quinsig Ave. “I spoke to them about it at a 

meeting,” he said. “They’re ecstatic. They gave us three cheers.”  

OUR TOWN CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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Breault stands corrected, courtesy of Rivera  
Could William T. “Billy” Breault be underestimating District 4 City Councilor Sarai Rivera? In discussing with Inside 

Worcester a petition he had filed with Council to push the city to deal with a burned-out property on Hitchcock St., the 

inference was that he was taking the lead on a seemingly stalemated matter. Also, when asked how he thought Rivera 

was doing in her first term representing Main South and some abutting neighborhoods, he questioned whether she can 

give the position the hours necessary to be effective. Rivera responded, first via an iphone message and then a Sep-

tember 26th email in which she provided background on plans to rehabilitate both 16 Merrick St. and 3 Hitchcock St. She concluded 

this communique with the message “I just read the article (in Inside Worcester) and although that may be what Mr. Breault is reporting 

it’s not just about him putting on pressure.” In her iphone text she said “this work (was) being done way before (Breault’s petition) came 

to Council a week or so ago. It’s an issue at Hitchcock and Merrick. Both myself and (State Rep.) Mary Keefe have been working on it.” 

 

Schaefer, Bureau hold candidates’ feet to the fire 
  No one would expect anything less from Roberta Schaefer as she prepares to retire from the duties to which she has exerted such 

yeoman effort at The Research Bureau than continued due diligence to the important business of the city. So it is that The Research 

Bureau has recommended in a report posted on its website at www.wrrb.org a series of questions voters should be asking City Coun-

cil, mayoral and School Committee candidates before going to the ballot box on November 5th. These address such areas as econom-

ic development, administrative and fiscal policy and education policy and include such suggested queries as “should the city support 

the building of an access road to Worcester Regional Airport?,” “how do you think Worcester should meet the needs of academically 

gifted students?” and “will you vote to renew the school superintendent’s contract in 2015?” The city’s split tax rate formula, TIFs, the 

PILOT program...the Bureau is looking for answers to all of these hot-topic issues from the candidates over the next several weeks. 

“OPEB (Other Post-Employment Benefits): How Cities Can Keep Commitments to Public Employees Without Declaring Bankruptcy” 

will be tackled at a forum the Bureau is hosting from 7:45 to 9:15 a.m. Wednesday, November 6th in the Levi Lincoln Room at City 

Hall. 

 

Joe O’Brien in Hilda Ramirez’s corner 
  It will be interesting how Hilda Ramirez fares in her bid for a seat on the Worcester School Committee against the backdrop of mayor-

al candidate William S. Coleman III’s recent declaration that the city needs more officeholders of color. Given his own elective track 

record Coleman’s prospects are not rosy.  Ramirez stands a better chance and her bid will no doubt be helped by departing At-Large 

Councilor Joseph C. O’Brien’s endorsement—one of a number O’Brien is making for Council and School Committee. Her qualifications 

are impressive as associate director of the Latino Education Institute at Worcester State University, through her work with the Worces-

ter Youth Center and as what O’Brien describes as being “a strong leader” in the Hispanic community including as a leading member 

of “my Mayor’s Committee for Academic Excellence of Latino Students.” Speaking of endorsements, Virginia Ryan pointed out that the 

Worcester Coalition of Retirees is endorsing Morris  (Moe) Bergman for At-Largel, not “Bergeron” as Inside Worcester had it last time. 

WLF on the upswing 
  If the just-published “Your Guide to 

Shopping Local” is any indication, Julie 

Theriault is doing just fine in reviving 

the fortunes of Worcester Local First. 

  A diverse mix of businesses from 

such big players as Fallon Community 

Plan to smaller ones like Wooberry 

Frozen Yogurt are represented in the 

guide, which directs users to restau-

rants, shopping, services and other 

resources. Theriault’s husband Alex 

pitched in by helping with the design. 

  A launch party for the guide at El Ba-

sha on Tuesday drew 40-plus people. 



A CULINARY LIFE/CHRIS LIAZOS 

Food & Wine (beer too) for a good cause: Holy Trinity 
  Specialties from twenty of Worcester’s finest restaurants and bakeries, wine from around the world and New England micro brews will be featured 

at the 7th Annual Food & Wine Fest at St. Spyridon Cathedral on Russell St. on Thursday, October 17th from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  

  The festive atmosphere for this event will include flowers provided by Holmes & Shustas, balloons from Balloon Platoon and live 

music by Ed Hyder’s Park Ave. Band. All this for only $40 prepaid (or two for $75 prepaid), or $50 that night at the door. 

  You will be happy to know that all of the proceeds benefit Holy Trinity Nursing & Rehabilitation Center. Holy Trinity is a won-

derful facility in our community that enjoys a 5 Star rating by the Centers of Medicare and Medical Services. Holy Trinity was 

listed in US News & World Report as one of the top nursing homes in the country. 

  Participating restaurants and bakeries in the Food & Wine Fest this year are: Castle, Ciao Bella, Coral Seafood, Crown Bakery, Ed 

Hyder’s Mediterranean Marketplace, Flying Rhino, George’s Bakery, Caravan Coffee and Polar Beverages, Culpepper’s Bakery & 

Café, Grill on the Hill, Piccolo’s, Sonoma of Princeton, Nuovo, Park Grill & Spirits, Mrs. Mack’s Bakery, Zorba’s Taver-

na, Goddard Homestead and Holy Trinity. Also (and new this year) are The Draught House Bar & Grill, Creedon Catering 

and Livia’s Dish. 

  Also being introduced for the first time is a cooking demonstration by Melina Barber and her husband Paul of the Flying 

Rhino. They will show how to put together a recipe for Spinach Pita and have it baked and then tasted by the audience. 

  Jim Vasiliaidis of O’Hara’s Liquors is bring a representative of the famous Chilean wine company Cono Sur who will 

present and have guests taste the wines of his company. 

  Micro breweries participating this year include Wormtown, Wachusett, Harpoon, Berkshire Co. and Sam Adams. There 

will also be Hard Apple Cider by McKenzy. 

  For the first time guests of the Food and Wine Fest will have the opportunity to vote for their favorite restaurant and bak-

ery. 

  A fun time should be had by one and all for a most worthy case. 

  Come on down, tip a glass with me and all my foodie friends! 

7th Annual 

Food & Wine 

Festival 

 

Thursday, Oct. 17th 

5:30-8:30 p.m. 

St. Spyridon Cathedral 

102 Russell St. 

APPEARANCES 

Bud no dud! 

In his book “Small Town Lawyer” Burton “Bud” Chan-

dler offers a frank recap of his long and colorful legal 

career here in Worcester. As guest speaker at the Webster 

Square Business Association’s September meeting at 

JOPA’s Webster House Restaurant he was every bit as 

forthright in talking about fighting discrimination by 

the US Air Force, police brutality and more. 


